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(57)Abstract: ~ 7 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a technique for transferring * 

image information to an image output device through a serial interface, 

without occupying the network connected to a host computer. 

SOLUTION: The image input device is provided with a first port 1 1 for _ T 

seria! interface connected to a printer device 101, a second port 12 for 
serial interface connected to a host computer 102 via a network 105, L — p 
and a transmission control part 10, which controls an input image 

interface connected to an image-processing means in the image input 8 ! 

device anc j the state of transmission between the first and second ports 
1 1 and 12, and thus the image input device has a constitution 
incorporating a switching hub function, 
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